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I. Expert Group Meeting and National Workshop on Household Water Treatment and Safe 

Storage  

In order to create awareness and promote efficient water use through improved and water 

efficient technologies, an expert group meeting and a National Workshop on Household water 

treatment was conducted in the month of July, 2013 by Development Alternatives, New Delhi 

with the support of India Water Partnership.  

Expert Group Meeting: An expert group meeting was organized on 2nd July, 2013 at 

Development Alternatives Headquarters, New Delhi. The purpose of the meeting was to discuss 

the issues related to drinking water quality and the challenges faced by the bottom of pyramid 

i.e people living in the urban slum area. Focus of the discussion was on “how household water 

treatment and safe storage can be taken up at policy level”. 

       

 

National Workshop on Household Water Treatment and Safe Storage- In order to discuss 

the issues on appropriate technologies on household water treatment and safe storage and 

the policy imperative with larger stakeholders group, a national level workshop on 

Household Water Treatment and Safe Storage (HWTS) was organised on 10th July 2013 by 

Development Alternatives, New Delhi  with the support of India Water Partnership. The 

workshop was attended by 58 participants from various organisations working in the water 

sector. The workshop started with an inaugural address by Mr. R.K. Khanna, former Chief 

Engineer, Central Water Commission. Mr. Khanna highlighted the issues of water quantity 

and quality and emphasised on the need for appropriate HWTS methods and awareness 

generation. The key note address was given by Dr. Jugal Kishore of Maulana Azad Medical 

Participants attending the Expert Group Meeting at  
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College, New Delhi . Dr. Kishore emphasized the importance of safe drinking water for 

human health and the implication it can have on various aspects relating to human health.  

He also emphasized on the fact that apart from safety at consumption level, it is also 

important to have a safe storage and the need for HWTS as it is quick, effective, low cost, 

sustainable etc. He also discussed about some of the effective ways and means that can be 

adopted under HWTS. There was also a panel discussion on the policies and programmes for 

HWTS. The panellists for the panel discussion were Dr. Lalit Sharma (IRRAD), Dr. Somanath 

Bandhopadhyaya (Safe Water Network), Mr. Murali Remisetty (Freshwater Action Network 

South Asia), Dr. Dhanuraj (Centre for Public Policy Research), Dr. Amit Nair (WASH 

Consultant), Dr. Abhay Kumar (Eureka Forbes Limited). The panel discussed issues of 

governance, capacity building and regular water quality monitoring systems. Followed by the 

panel discussion, a policy note developed by Development Alternatives on the HWTS on the 

basis of their work done in the areas of Delhi slums, was shared with the participants for 

their view/comment/suggestions. The policy note captured some of the policy and 

programme recommendations for promoting HWTS among urban poor. 

 

 

 

 

             

 

II. Consultation with Farmers’ Federation/Government Officials 

With the support of India Water Partnership, Development of Humane Action (DHAN) Foundation 

the co-ordinating agency of Southern Zone Water Partnership (SZWP) had carried out the following 

activities during July, 2013: 

 Consultation with Farmers’ Federation-SZWP had organized a consultation with the farmers at 

Ramasamudhram Mandal of Punganur Vayalagam Federation on deepening of cattle feed pond 

on July 15, 2013 in Chittoor district of Andhra Pradesh. Chittoor district of Rayalaseema region of 

Andhra Pradesh has been facing droughts for the past three years which has made farming very 

vulnerable. The farmers felt climate change was the reason behind the recurrent drought in 

Panel discussion taking place during National Workshop on 
Household Water Treatment and Safe Storage at New Delhi 
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Chittoor district. The members who took part in the consultation suggested that construction of 

new cattle ponds and deepening of existing ponds in the most deserving area of Chittoor district 

could help them to overcome the climate change impacts to some extent. For construction of 

ponds, the team of DHAN Foundation with the Punganur Tank Farmers Federations have made 

field surveys and identified villages in and around Punganur and Ramasamudram Mandals which 

were the worst drought affected area in the last few years. The physical work implementation 

and demonstration would be taken up during August and September 2013. 

 
 Meeting with government officials- In continuation of Farmers’ Stakeholders Consultation on 

Inland Fisheries organized on 4th May 2013 by DHAN Foundation, Madurai. Memorandum 

based on the deliberations and sub group interactions was prepared by SZWP. The 

memorandum was sent to decision makers in the Government both at Centre as well as state 

level (Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka and Odisha) in Department of Livestock and 

Fisheries. The government departments have acknowledged the receipt of memorandums and 

would probably invite Dhan Foundation for discussions subsequently.  

 
  Consultative meeting - SZWP secretariat had circulated three important documents from the 

website of Ministry of Water resources, Government of India; namely (a) Draft National Water 

Framework Bill 2013, (b) National Policy guidelines on Water Sharing between States and (c) 

Draft River Basin Management bill to development experts in water sector in Tamil Nadu and 

invited their views and suggestions on these three documents. In this regard a consultative 

meeting was also held at DHAN Foundation Head Quarters at Madurai on 27th July 2013. The 

consultation was facilitated by Mr. A.Gurunathan, Chief Executive, DHAN Foundation with a 

power point presentation on the documents. Nearly two and half hours deliberations on the 

actions to be taken out of these new policy documents were made and it was decided to share 

outcome of the consultative meeting with Govt. officials.  

III. Activities undertaken by People’s Area Water Partnership (PAWP) in Dhenkanal, Odisha. 

 

With the support of India Water Partnership, Arun Institute of Rural Affairs (AIRA,) the co-ordinating 

agency of PAWP undertook the following activities in the month of July, 2013: 

 

 Liaison with networks/forums and local organizations working on water issues: PAWP 

organized a consultation workshop with members from Community Based Organizations, Pani 

Panchayats and Panchayati Raj Institutions on 19th July, 2013 at Kamakhyanagar. The workshop 

was attended by Mr. A. Rath, Ms. P. Sethi, Mr. G.P.Nayak (PAWP), members of Paschim Parimal 

Vikash Manch, Zilla Chasa ‘O’ Paribesh Suraksha Parishad, Mahalaxmi Club and Odapada-Sadar 
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Mahila Manch. The members/delegates at the consultation workshop discussed the deteriorating 

quality of water in the PAWP area and the Dhenkanal district as a whole. Cases of water 

channel/nalla/rivulets were presented by members of the respective areas. It was observed from 

the cases that mostly the effluents are discharged by thermal power plants or steel/alloy 

industries. The huge burn ash slurry from all these industries is often released into the natural 

rivulets or nallahs during rainy season. Leakage and breakage of ‘ash-pond’ bunds or 

boundaries/embankments allows the ash-slurry to get mixed with the nalla & river water. Also a 

big volume of industrial waste-water carrying residual toxicants, chemicals are frequently 

released into the nalla .In all, the main and perennial natural water sources of most parts of the 

district are now quite polluted causing harm to human, domestic animal and crop health. Taking 

into account gravity of the situation, the members of the workshop proposed to send a 

delegation mostly comprising woman-members to discuss & apprise this grave issue to the 

District authorities.  

 

 Meeting with government officials : On 29th July 2013, a delegation PAWP officials moved to the 

district office and presented a memorandum to the government and State Pollution Control 

Board regarding the discharge of harmful effluents by nearby thermal and steel alloy industries in 

the natural water bodies of the district. (Copy of Media Coverage news items in vernacular Odia 

is given below): 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Kisinda and Lingira Nalla full with Industrial Waste 

 
                                              News in The DHARITRI Dated 31.07.2013 

The translated version of the above newspaper article: 

Local People Apprise the District Magistrate. 

 

Odapada 31.07.13 : The two perennial water channels are now heavily laden with industrial waste 

making the water poisonous. Delegates carried the water samples in pots & bottles and presented  to 

the Collector. NALCO, Bhushan Steels, BRG Steels along with a number other industries are the 

polluters and need to be acted against immediately.  
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River Water Polluted with Bhushan (Steel Plant) Waste: 
 

 

                       News in The SAMAJ Dated 31.07.2013 

Dhenkanal, 31.07.2013 : Water in the Kisinda Nalla is fully polluted with the industrial waste from 
Bhusan Steel Plant. The local people depending on its water complain before the Collector for 
immediate remedy.  Industrial waste and ash-slurry from this and other steel, thermal power and 
other industries gets flown into river Brahmani and Lingiri via Kisinda and other water channels. The 
Bhusan industries is yet to construct an ash-pond and by now has dumped dry-ash near Kisinda nalla 
upto 130 feet height that falls or gets washed into the water channel in rain water or with other 
liquid waste. People around it suffer from air, water and soil pollution especially in the form of skin 
diseases, stomach, TB & other pulmonary problems.  
 

IV. Activities taken up under Jajmau Area Water Partnership, Kanupr, Uttar Pradesh: 

Society for Promotion of Wastelands Development (SPWD) along Society for Action in 
Community Health (SACH) and with the support of India Water Partnership carried out the 
following activities with regard to strengthening of Jajmau Area Water Partnership: 

 One day consultation on Urban Governance- SPWD in collaboration with SACH and India Water 

Partnership organised a one day consultation on Urban Governance on 20th July at New Delhi. 

The topic of the consultation was “Challenges of Governance at Municipal Ward level, For 

Provision of Urban Basic Services.” Shri Kulanand Joshi, Additional Secretary to the Chief 

Minister, Delhi Govt. gave the key note speech. The speech dealt with his experiences in 

activating the government policy of people's participation. He emphasised that representatives 

of Residential Welfare Association (RWA) should play active role in governance and they should 

bring out schemes like “My Delhi I care for you” as these schemes have greater sense of 

ownership for the residents of any urban area. Mr Tariq Siddiqui presented his findings on a 
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study of seven Muslim dominated wards. The major findings were that these wards are 

neglected and are even not among the unauthorised colonies funded by the District 

administration thus basic facilities like schools, medical facilities, transport, water and sanitation 

are lacking. Mr. Rakesh Misra's presentation on Kanpur highlighted issues related to pollution of 

the rivers and lack of basic amenities in the labour colonies of Kanpur. He pointed out the 

difficulties of interdepartmental coordination and the difficulties the local communities have, in 

finding out the responsible department to resolve the problems that occur in their localities. Dr 

Veena Khanduri, Executive Secretary, India Water Partnership recognising all these difficulties 

stressed on the need for Area Water Partnership approach like Jajmau Area Water Partnership, 

Kanpur to take an integrated approach to problem identification and problem solving. 

 V. Activities taken up by Safe Water Network India: 

As part of project plan Safe Water Network India has set up observation wells in 15 villages with the 

objective to record water level fluctuations, and levels of Total Dissolved Solids and pH. The pre 

monsoon data was collected during June, 2013 before onset of monsoon from all the observation 

wells. This data base is also going to contribute in the study that has been initiated by Safe Water 

Network in collaboration with Water Resource Institute, New Delhi to develop decision support tool 

for selection of appropriate location to setup Safe Water Station.  

Along with the study to understand the dynamics of water resources in a micro-watershed area that 

consist of three villages (Nizampally, Gorikothapally and Gangirenigudem), Safe Water Network, 

India has also initiated reject water management by creation of storage structure in few villages. The 

stored water shall be utilized by community for other purpose to meet the domestic requirement 

like washing utensil, and sanitation etc. The user communities shall be informed about the 

importance of managing available water and not to use reject water for drinking purpose. As part of 

this initiative the guidelines has been developed for construction of recharge structures and reject 

water storage structures.   

VI.   Participation in Conferences/Meeting/Seminars 

6.1 9th Annual International Conference of the International Institute for Infrastructure 
Renewal and Reconstruction held from 8th July to 11th July, 2013 at Brisbane, Australia 

 

 On the invitation of Australian Aid (AusAid) and Queensland University of Technology (QUT), 

sponsors of the 9th Annual International Conference of the International Institute for 

Infrastructure Renewal and Reconstruction,  Dr. Veena Khanduri, Executive Secretary, India 
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Water Partnership participated in this conference which was organized from 8th July to 11th 

July, 2013 Queensland University of Technology (QUT), Brisbane, Australia.   

 

 The Conference of the International Institute for Infrastructure Renewal and Reconstruction 

which was held from 9th to 11th July, 2013 provided Dr. Veena Khanduri an opportunity to 

understand disasters in detail about Risk Informed Disaster Management: Planning for 

Response, Recovery & Resilience. The topics covered under this conference were from 

different backgrounds ranging from risk assessment, prevention, mitigation, preparedness 

and response to techno-legal regime, response, relief and rehabilitation, reconstruction and 

recovery and creating & sustaining community resilience. During the conference, Dr. Veena 

Khanduri made a power point presentation on “Women in Disaster Resilience – Indian 

Context”. 

 

 On return from the conference, Dr. Veena Khanduri submitted a report to the organizers on 

the lessons learnt, emergence of new ideas from the conference for future disaster 

management and infrastructure protection goals, benefits to the participating countries 

from the conference, etc. 

  

6.2 India Water Week-2014 

 

The first meeting of the Technical Committee for organizing India Water Week- 2014 (IWW-

2014) was held on 13.08.2013 under the chairmanship of Chairman, Central Water 

Commission (CWC). Dr. Veena Khanduri, Executive Secretary (IWP) and Mr. V.U. Koundanya, 

Executive Director (Planning) WAPCOS Ltd. in the capacity of the Technical Committee 

members participated in the meeting. 

 

The main outcome of the meeting was to finalize the dates and venue for the IWW-2014. 

Accordingly, it was decided that IWW-2014 inauguration and plenary session would be held 

at Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi on 2nd December, 2014 while the conferences and exhibitions 

would be held at India Exposition Mart Limited (IEML), Greater Noida from 3-6th December, 

2014. 

 

The suggested theme for IWW-2014 is “Water Management for Sustainable Development.” 

During the meeting, programme structure was discussed in detail and indicative topics were 

also proposed. It was also decided that special events would be organised by leading 

organizations. Committee members appreciating the role of GWP, GWP-SAS and GWP- India, 

suggested to involve GWP for special events. 

 

Dr. Veena Khanduri said that India Water Partnership will send all the important 

communications to GWP to play active role in IWW- 2014. She also suggested that WAPCOS 

Ltd can facilitate in organizing ministerial delegation from Africa and South East Asia. 


